Caminhell’s Catches Spark Offense

- Axers

By BILL NIXON
Republic Staff Writer

WHITTIER, Calif.—Courage was the name of the
game yesterday as Northern Arizona’s Lumberjacks
blew Whittier's Poets from a smog-filled stadium with

. a 34-point second half to whip the Californians, 46-29.

i

Twice trailing by two-touchdown margins, the fa-
vored Axers got clutch plays from sophomore fight
end Sonny Campbell, whose alertness and pass receiv-
ing gave NAU the go-ahead points. The Lumberjacks

trailed 20-12 at the half and Whittier grabbed a 14-point
advantage early in the third quarter when Pat Fergu-
son hit Ross Stewart with a 14-yard touchdown pass.

THAT SEEMED TO TRIGGER the Lumberjacks
who went on to outscore Whittier in the second half,
34-9.

Campbell got the Axers going when he grabbed a
deflected pass for an 18-yard touchdown play. And
Rich O’Hara, who caught three passes during that 70-
yard drive, got the two-poing conversion on a pass
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from Ted James.

Behind, 26-20, with 4:40 to go in the third quarter,
NAU scored behind the running of Chick Harris and
Gary Barnes. The latter, a senior fullback, went in
from the five-yard line to tie the game, 26-all.

BILL HANNA MISSED THE exira point kick and

it appeared to be fatal for NAU, especially after soc-

cer-style kicker Bob Stillwagon booted a 36-yard field
goal to give Whittier a 29-26 edge at the end of three
quarters.
' But the Axers weren’t finished by a long way as
they punched home 20 points in the final 15 minutes.
The go-ahead touchdown was set up when Campbell
made a fingertip cateh of a Jim Velasquez pass for
a 28-yard gain to Whittier’s five.

It took NAU four down to get the score. Harris went

inside left tackle for the touchdown that gave NAU
the lead for good.

TWO MINUTES later, after the Lumberjack’s de-
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hip Poet
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fensive line held firmly, NAU’s Bruce Branstrom took

. a Whittier punt on his own 45 and raced the distance

behind a wall of blockers. NAU’s defense, once the
big comeback was engineered by the offense, limited
Whittier to only two first downs in the final quarter.

Leading that defensive charge were Bud Weidoff,
Larry Small and Ernie Redmond.

The Lumberjack offense, that stalled badly in the
first half, continued to function well up to the final
gun. O’Hara took an 8-yard pass from James in the
final five seconds of play.

NAU’S FIRST two touchdowns were credited almost
entirely to the defensive unit. Five plays after 263-
pound Don Sam recovered a Whittier fumble on the
Poet 26, James scored from the two. The touchdown
was set up on a James-to-Campbell pass for 19 yards.

With 15 seconds left in the first quarter, NAU’s de-
fenseive end Bud Lane intercepted a pass and went
35 yards for the touchdown.

(Continued on Page 4E)
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